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musicalo autocad (Reuters) - New Florida Supreme Court justices on Monday formally stepped into

the political brawl over what to do with the state’s top court, not long after the court had cleared the
way for same-sex marriage by striking down the state’s same-sex “DOMA” law. The four

conservative new justices - Carlos Bulter, R. Fred Lewis, Peggy Quince and Charles Canady - rebuffed
gay marriage supporters and temporarily blocked a ruling out of Tampa by another three-justice

panel that had let hundreds of same-sex couples get married. Before the justices declared marriage
between man and woman to be a fundamental right, the six-month-old marriage law had been

suspended. At the time of the ruling, Florida had already decided to put a ban on same-sex marriage
on hold pending a study by the state’s probate courts and churches, which would have been affected
by the ruling. Gay rights supporters filed several lawsuits to challenge that old law on Monday. The

new justices’ order by Lewis, who was sworn in to the court on Monday, paves the way for the return
of same-sex marriage in Florida. But they said they had no choice but to block the action by the

three-justice panel, known as the Manatee County case, out of Tampa. “In light of the fact that the
probate courts and churches are still considering whether to marry the approximately 1,000 couples

who petitioned for a license to marry, the temporary injunction entered by the circuit court in this
cause must remain in place,” Lewis said. The order to block the ruling in Manatee County, in the

western part of the state, was based on a technicality, but the issues raised are extremely important
to gay rights advocates. The new Florida Supreme Court is composed of all Republican appointees. It
is expected to be more conservative than the court’s previous four Democratic-appointed justices.

Florida’s Republican Governor Rick Scott has also asked the Supreme Court to overturn the decision,
but the court’s five Democrats have vowed to let the ruling stand unless it is repealed by Congress.

“Today’s act is blatantly political
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