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Riomaggiore. Named for the five fields of wheat that grow in the landscape, these are the villages of
the “umbrella” – a series of stunning, cliff-hugging, pastel-hued, villages like images from a master

painter who has slowly been turning down the volume on the bright colors and sweeping
brushstrokes (and their vibrancy), leaving only the soft edges, the quiet pastel hues, and the

shadows. Today we were heading to Manarola, and having learned that there are buses leaving from
Manarola to Monterosso al Mare and Vernazza (both of which have trains to Florence), we planned on
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