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Last week, the New York State Supreme Court ruled that former Gov. Eliot
Spitzer, who resigned last month, is not legally liable for his role in a longrunning prostitution scandal. Mr. Spitzer, who was the governor of New York for
four years and a member of a prominent New York political family, was forced
to resign in March after evidence emerged that he had enjoyed a 4-year s... [to
listen you will need a Flash Player in order to play the audio file.] In the nine
years since President Bush left office, Democrats in Washington have found it
difficult to make much progress, even on big issues. Not so Republicans. Out of
office for eight years, the GOP took the Democratic agenda, including
Obamacare, and made it into law. Under Mr. Bush, the number of uninsured
people in the U.S. fell from 45 million to 28 million, the first decline in the
history of the program. Today, the number of uninsured is 23 million, down from
27 million in 2001. In 1990, as President George Bush Sr. took office, the federal
deficit was about 3% of the gross domestic product, and by 2000, it had nearly
doubled to 5.8% of the GDP. In 1993, then President Bill Clinton signed into law
the government takeover of General Motors and Chrysler, and in 2001, 9/11
happened, and the federal deficit increased to 9.2% of the GDP. By 2001, the
federal debt had grown to $10 trillion. In 2001, it had doubled to $9 trillion.
Today, the debt is $16.2 trillion. Before he left office in 2009, President Bush cut
taxes, increased military spending and authorized over $1 trillion in domestic
spending on items like education and medical research. And over the last four
years, the federal government has accumulated more debt than it had at the
end of the Reagan administration. When I was asked to serve as U.S.
Ambassador to the Vatican, the Catholics in the administration came to me and
said, "We can't do that, you know - with that agenda." So, for the first time in
history, my wife and I decided to take a different course, to bring religious
values to the White House. In just a couple of years, we halved the debt,
balanced the budget and turned it into a surplus. In 2009, 6d1f23a050
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